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1. Clarity 
 

 make sure what you write will be intelligible to your reader; 
always 

 remember that you are writing in order to be understood by 
somebody else - who, unlike you, doesn‟t have an 
independent grasp of what you mean. 

 say what you want to say simply. 
 don‟t use fancy words. 
 better to be clear and prosaic than stylish but obscure. 
 the profoundest of thoughts can be expressed simply and 

clearly. 
 
 

2. Organisation 
 
 use plenty of paragraphs, one for each separate point: don‟t 

mix different points in one paragraph. 
 opening paragraph: give a brief statement of your general 

polse 
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3. Argumentation 
 

 never simply state your opinion: a philosophical essay should 
consist of reasoned arguments for your beliefs. 

 present your arguments as clearly as possible; label the 
premises and conclusion if you wish (e.g. Pl, P2, etc.). 

 make sure your arguments are valid (i.e. that the conclusion 
follows from the premises). 

 anticipate and answer any obvious objections to what you're 
saying. 

 face up to the opposition: state and criticise arguments used 

by writers opposing the view  you are defending. 
 don‟t worry if you don't know which side of a debate to come 

down on: in that case give a survey of the standard 
arguments on each side, together with your own comments on 
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Some further points 
Avoid long quotations. It is your statement of the point that we 
want to see, not someone else's. A good rule of thumb is to use a 
quotation only when you want to disagree with what the author is 
saying. 
• Beware of metaphors: for example, talk of “smashing the 
determinist‟s theory” and the like will grate on your reader‟s 
nerves. 
• Avoid rhetorical questions (e.g. “Can a caring person possibly 
think that the life of a foetus has no value?”). If your reader 
doesn‟t agree with you, you‟ll just get the opposite answer to the 

one you wanted – rhetorical questions have no persuasive force, 
and are no substitute for rationally convincing arguments. 
• Fully explain any unusual terms you introduce (whether your 
own, or from another subject). 
• Be relevant: answer the question set, and don‟t include irrelevant 
material, no matter how interesting it may be. 
• Write a plan of your essay before you start: don‟t just launch out 
and ramble. 
• If you want to produce a polished essay, write a draft, and 
extract the final version from that. 
• Talk with your friends about how to approach your essay. This 
isn‟t cheating. Discussing things with other people will help you to 
develop your ideas. It is worth getting someone else to look at your 
essay before handing it in – 
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Articles: Author, title (in single quotation marks), journal title 

(italicised) and year, or if the article appears in a book, editor(s) 
and title (italicised) of book plus publication details. 
 
Examples: 


