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of Artificial Intelligence and Autonomy, though this declaration has been criticised for being 
vague (Human Rights Watch, 2023). The primary regulatory forum for LAWs is the CCW, part 
of the UN system. As this group works based on consensus, states opposing LAWs regulation 
can effectively veto regulation negotiations (Stop Killer Robots, 2024). Thus, the CCW is 
restricted by the regressive beliefs of a small group of states (Qerimi, 2023). Supporters of 
bans, regulations and restrictions for autonomous weapons systems are unable to make 
progress within this forum.  
 
With traditional multilateral fora not currently an effective avenue to regulate LAWs, 
alternative options for small states include acting as norm entrepreneurs and attempting to 
regulate LAWs externally to the CCW. Small states are labelled as weak actors in the 
international system due to their limited resources and hard power (Thorhallsson, 2019). 
However, Ingebritsen (2002) highlights the power that small states can hold in constructing 
global norms
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have been destroyed (Cluster Munition Coalition, 2024). Even nonsignatories have altered 
their behaviour in response to these treaties, demonstrating the treaties’ major normative 
power. The USA, for example, has had a land-mine policy under Democratic party presidents 
similar to that of the Ottawa Treaty, excepting the use of landmines in the Korean Peninsula 
(“New U.S. anti-personnel landmine”, 2022). Creating a convention on LAWs in a similar way 
to ones made for cluster munitions and land-mines could also present small states with the 
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