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What skills can 
graduates gain?  
Environmental Science graduates are given 
hands-on experience and taught to identify, 
monitor and solve a variety of problems 
associated with the environment.  

Through studying an Environmental Science 
degree, graduates gain a valuable set of skills 
transferable to a range of careers, that can 
include: 

•	 Knowledge of mātauranga Māori in the 
scientific world   

•	 Field work and project management

•	 Self-management, planning and organisation  

•	 Oral and written communication  

•	 Analytical and critical thinking   

•	 Cooperation, teamwork and leadership  

•	 Resilience, adaptability and problem solving  

•	 Creative, logical and quantitative thinking   

•	 Observation, research and development skills.    

Applied learning   

Applied learning opportunities are available 
through labs, field-based courses, trips and 
internships with potential employers. Such 
experiences deepen graduates’ skillset, 
awareness of others, working knowledge and 
employability.  

What do employers look for?  

Many employers look for generic skills such 
as communication, client/customer-focus, 
bicultural competence, cultural awareness, 
teamwork and initiative. 

With technology, globalisation, and other 
drivers changing society, skills such as resilience, 
problem solving, and adaptability are important.

Skills that are likely to grow in importance 
include analytical and creative thinking, systems 
thinking and technological literacy.* 
*World Economic Forum: www.weforum.org/
agenda/2023/05/future-of-jobs-2023-skills

How can these skills be developed?  

•	 Some skills are gained through studying

•	 Extra-curricular activities can help, such as 
getting involved in clubs, mentoring, cultural 
groups, part-time work or volunteering

•	 Be open to professional and personal 
development opportunities, whether it 
is undertaking work experience, overseas 
exchange, skills seminar, or joining an 
industry group.

Where have graduates 
been employed?
Environmental Science graduates work in 
various industries, including agriculture, forestry 
and fishing, constructions, education and 
training, manufacturing, professional science 
and technology services, and transport and 
warehousing.     

Environmental Science graduates have gained 
roles in:    

•	 Government bodies e.g. Regional Councils, 
Department of Conservation, MPI, 
Environment Canterbury 

•	 Crown research organisations e.g. ESR, 
Manaaki Whenua, GNS Science   

•	 Environmental science consultancies e.g.  
New Zealand Environmental Technologies  

•	 Professional engineering consultancies e.g. 
Aurecon, AECOM, ENGEO, wsp Golder

•	 Geotechnical engineers e.g. 4D Geotechnics   

•	 Engineering contractors 

•	 Energy companies

•	 Mining e.g. The Moultrie Group

•	 Spatial systems e.g. Vicinity GIS   

•	 Universities around the world e.g. in Australia, 
Brunei and the United States of America.

Graduates have been employed in various 
countries, including New Zealand, Canada, 
Ireland, Vietnam, Indonesia, Australia and  
United States of America.  
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What jobs and activities 
might graduates do?
Environmental science graduates help 
businesses be more sustainable, work with 
engineering agencies to reduce the impact 
of major projects, advise government on 
environmental risks, and more — see some 
examples of jobs below.   

Environmental scientist / consultant   

•	 Apply knowledge of atmospheric, water and 
soil chemistry to the environment  

•	 Carry out field and lab tests and record data 
e.g. measure level of pollutants  

•	 Conduct analysis and write technical reports  

•	 Develop and oversee policy and procedures  

•	 Interpret regulations and monitor compliance 

Ecologist 

•	 Conduct surveys to identify, record, and 
monitor species and their habitats 

Resource management / consents officer  

•	 Ensure adherence to environmental 
regulations  

•	 Process resource/building consent requests  

Sustainability consultant / advisor  

•	 Influence uptake of sustainability initiatives 
by individuals, consumers, and diverse 
businesses  

•	 Manage and measure impact of initiatives like 
reducing emissions and promoting wellbeing  

•	 Develop relationships, particularly with 
iwi, local communities, businesses and 
governments 

Field / laboratory technician  

•	 Carry out research experiments  

•	 Maintain and calibrate equipment  

•	 Collect and collate data, and draft reports  

Planner, environmental planner  

•	 Assess the effect of proposed developments 

•	 Design and administer development plans  

•	 Review/implement submissions and natural 
resources policy  

Geographical information systems (GIS) analyst  

•	 Capture the location of ‘assets’ e.g. bridges 
and street lights  

•	 Convert data to maps and present 
geographical information  

•	 Analyse datasets and patterns for 
geographical planning purposes  

Graduate hydrogeologist 

•	 Monitor the flow of water underground 

•	 Interpret technical data and information from 
maps   

•	 Measure chemical levels or water pollution  

Examples of other job titles and careers include:  

•	 Biosecurity consultant

•	 Enforcement / contaminated sites officer                   

•	 Hazardous substance compliance advisor

•	 Horticulturist

•	 Hydrologist

•	
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Lastly, as my work sometimes requires site 
visits, I enjoy gaining insights into what 
happens in the background to produce 
products ready to be purchased in shops,  
e.g., milk, pet food, compost.
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