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Faculty of Law

The Degree of Bachelor of Criminal Justice (BCJ)
See also General Course and Examinations Regulations.

1. Requirements of the Degree
To qualify for the Bachelor of Criminal Justice a 
candidate must pass courses having a minimum 
value of 360 points including:
(a)	 255 points from the compulsory courses in 

Schedule A to the Regulations;
(b)	 at least 90 points from the elective courses in 

Schedule B to the Regulations;
(c)	 15 points from either Schedule B to these Regula-

tions or 15 points at 200 level or above from any 
other degree of the University.

Of these points:
(a)	 No more than 135 points may be at 100 level;
(b)	 At least 135 points must be at 200 level or above;
(c)	 At least 90 points must be at 300 level.

2. Excessive Load 
Candidates who wish to enrol for a course of study 
whose total points exceed 150 points for a full year 
or 75 points for a semester must first obtain the 
approval of the Dean of Law.

3. Credit for other Tertiary Level Courses 
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HSRV 203 Policy Debates in the Social Services 15 S1 P: 30 points from HSRV 101, HSRV 102, HSRV 103, 
HSRV 104, SOWK 101, SOWK 102 and SOWK 104. Students 
without this prerequisite but with at least 60 points 
in appropriate courses may enter the course with the 
permission of the Programme Coordinator.
R: SOWK 203
EQ: SOWK 203

HSRV 206 Child Protection Practice 15 S2 P: 30 points from HSRV 101, HSRV 102, HSRV 103, 
HSRV 104, SOWK 101, SOWK 102 and SOWK 104. Students 
without this prerequisite but with at least 60 points 
in appropriate courses may enter the course with the 
permission of the Programme Coordinator.

LING 225 Forensic Linguistics 15 S1 P: 30 points at 100-level or above.

PHIL 240 Bioethics: Life, Death, and Medicine 15 S1 P: 15 points in PHIL or HLTH 101 or HSRV 101 or a B average 
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Notes:
1.	 The Group A courses LAWS 101 and LAWS 110 are 

prerequisites for the remaining Group A courses 
(graduates may be exempted from this prerequisite 
under Regulation 4).

2.	 Not all Group B courses will necessarily be available 
in any one year and candidates should consult the 
School of Law about the courses to be offered.

2. Prerequisites for Enrolling in 300-level 
LAWS Courses
No student may enrol for any 300-level LAWS course 
unless he or she has been credited with:
(a)	 all the courses required by Regulation 1(c) (or is 

exempted from them as a graduate under Regu-
lation 4), and

(b)	 all the LAWS 200-level courses or is concurrently 
enrolled in those not yet credited.

Note: The Dean of Law may approve a course of study 
which does not comply with these conditions.

Admission to the Programme
3. Standard of Entry and Approvals Required 
for Admission to the Programme
All students must satisfy Regulation A of the 
Admission Regulations.

Transfers of Credit, Direct Entry and 
Exemptions
4. Exemption for Graduate Entrants and 
Exemption from Prerequisites
(a)	 A student who holds a New Zealand degree, or 

who is admitted ad eundem statum on the basis 
of an overseas degree is exempt from the courses 
worth 75 points specified in Regulation 1(c).  
Graduates may apply to the Dean of Law for con-
current enrolment in 100-level and 200-level Law 
courses. If admitted to concurrent enrolment, a 
student must enrol in LAWS 101 and LAWS 110 and 
such 200-level courses as are approved by the 
Dean of Law.

(b)	 The Dean of Law may grant exemption from any 
prerequisite requirement for Group A or Group B 
courses if satisfied that a student has adequate 
training or ability. This will normally apply only to 
students approved for Certificate of Proficiency 
enrolment, including those overseas practition-
ers seeking to comply with New Zealand Council 
of Legal Education requirements (see also Enrol-
ment Regulation A.6, Certificate of Proficiency).

5. Substitution and Cross-Credit of Courses   
(a)	 If either or both of LAWS 101 and LAWS 110 are 

credited to another degree, it or they shall also 

be credited to the Bachelor of Laws. 
(b)	 In the case of students enrolled for a double 

degree, a course at 200-level from the schedule 
to the other degree may be cross-credited to 
the LLB for a maximum of one Group B course 
(15 points) in Regulation 1(e), in addition to the 
cross-credit in Regulation 5(a) above. Such cours-
es do not need to be relevant to Law. 

(c)	 In the case of students enrolled for the LLB 
only, a course at 200-level or 300-level from the 
schedule to another undergraduate degree may 
be substituted to the LLB for a maximum of one 
Group B course (15 points) in Regulation 1(e). 
Such courses must be directly relevant to the 
student's individual course of study for the LLB 
and must be approved in advance of enrolment 
by the Dean of Law.  

Notes:
1.	 No more than a total 15 points of non-law may be 

cross-credited or substituted in terms of Regulation 
5(b) and 5(c). At least 165 points must be chosen 
from Group B 300-level LAWS courses if LAWS 301 
was credited as 30 points. At least 180 points must 
be chosen from Group B 300-level LAWS courses if 
LAWS 301 was credted as 15 points.

2.	 Regulation K1 of the General Course and Examina-
tion Regulations provides for a maximum of 120 
points cross-credited between two degrees. LAWS 
101; LAWS 110 (if credited to the other degree) and 
75 points of non-law (LLB Regulation 1(c)) count 
towards the 120 points in common. In addition 
LLB Regulation 5(b) permits a further 15 points in 
common. 

Students enrolled in the BA degree may cross-credit 
a LAWS 200-level course to the BA instead of the 
further 15 points provided for in LLB Regulation 5(b) 
(Refer to BA Regulation 6(b)).
For students enrolled in the BCJ degree, the 120 
points of cross-credit permitted under General 
Course and Examination Regulation K shall be: LAWS 
101 (30 points); 75 points non-law; plus CRJU 201 
(15 points) or SOCI 218 (15 points) cross-credited to 
the LLB degree in lieu of one LLB Group B optional 
course. In addition to this, LAWS 202 Criminal Law 
may be cross-credited to the BCJ in place of (i) CRJU 
202 (15 points) and (ii) one BCJ Schedule B 200-level 
elective course (15 points) (refer to BCJ Regulation 4).
Students enrolled in the BCom may cross-credit 
(in addition to the 120 points provided for above) a 
total of 30 points between the BCom and the LLB as 
provided for in BCom Regulation 6(a)(ii). This includes 
any cross-credit to the LLB in terms of LLB Regulation 
5(b) (15 points). 
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300-level courses
Note: LAWS 339, LAWS 359, LAWS 382, LAWS 383, LAWS 386, and LAWS 387 are limited entry courses or courses requir-
ing a special application – refer to the Admission Regulations, G. Limitation of Entry. Not all courses may be offered 
in any one year. Candidates should consult the Course Catalogue or the School of Law as to which courses are to 
be offered.
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LAWS 326 Special Topic: Treaty Settlement 
Negotiations

15 S1 P: (i) LAWS 101 and (ii) LAWS 110. Students enrolled in 
other degrees, who do not have the above prerequisites  
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(b)	 The grade of Honours shall be determined by the 
School of Law's Board of Examiners. Performance 
in courses cross-credited for Group B courses 
under LLB Regulation 5(b) or courses substituted 
for Group B courses under LLB Regulation 5(c) 
shall not be taken into account in determining 
the class of Honours. 

(c)	 A candidate who fails to obtain Honours may, 
on the recommendation of the Dean of Law, be 
awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws.

4. Withdrawal from the Programme 
(a)	 Continued enrolment in the Honours pro-

gramme may be refused if a candidate fails to 

maintain the academic standard required for 
Honours and a candidate may be required by the 
Dean of Law to withdraw from the programme.   

(b)	 When a candidate withdraws from the Honours 
programme, voluntarily or otherwise, the Dean 
of Law may recommend that the ordinary degree 
of Bachelor of Laws be awarded or determine 
which courses shall be credited towards that 
degree. 

Note: The School of Law will publish in the School of 
Law Handbook the criteria required for selection and 
for classes of Honours. 

Courses for the Degree of Bachelor of Laws Honours
For full course information, go to www.canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Note: These courses are offered to Honours candidates only.

Course Code Course Title Pts 2016 P/C/R/RP/EQ

LAWS 410 Advanced Research Skills 10 S1
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(b)	 A thesis must be prepared under the supervision 
of a university teacher. It must be a substantial 
and original contribution to the exposition of 
law in which the candidate, in addition to the 
matters specified in paragraph (a), must provide 
a critical appraisal of the original and secondary 
sources relevant to its subject matter.

(c)	 The thesis shall satisfy the conditions laid down 
in the General Course and Examinations Regula-
tions, Part L.

4. Award of Honours
The degree may be awarded with Honours, which 
may be First Class or Second Class (Division 1 or 2).

5. Full-time and Part-time Study
(a)	 Full-time study:

i. 	 A candidate shall normally be enrolled as a 
full-time candidate.

ii. 	 The minimum period of enrolment for a full-
time candidate is one year.

iii. 	 The maximum period of enrolment for a 
full-time candidate is two years, which shall 
be consecutive unless the candidate's enrol-
ment is suspended under Regulation 5(e).

(b)	 Part-time study:
i. 	 With the approval of the Dean of Law, a 

candidate may be enrolled as a part-time 
candidate.

ii. 	 A part-time candidate is one who, because of 
employment, health, family or other reasons, 
is unable to devote his or her full-time to 
study and research.

iii. 	 The minimum period of enrolment for a 
part-time candidate is two years, which shall 
be consecutive unless the candidate's enrol-
ment is suspended under Regulation 5(e).

iv. 	 The maximum period of enrolment for a 
part-time candidate is four years, which shall 
be consecutive unless the candidate's enrol-
ment is suspended under Regulation 5(e).

(c)	 Full-time and part-time candidates are expected 
to be able to attend the School of Law in person. 
Distance enrolment is not available for the LLM 
degree.

(d)	
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The Degree of Master of Laws (International Law and 
Politics) (LLM(IntLaw&Pols))
See also General Course and Examination Regulations.

1. Qualifications Required to Enrol in the 
Degree
A candidate for the Degree of Master of Laws 
(International Law and Politics) must, before 
enrolling for the degree:
(a)	 either qualify for the Degree of Bachelor of Laws 

from a New Zealand university, or be admitted 
ad eundem statum as entitled to enrol for the 
Degree of Master of Laws; and

(b)	 be approved as a candidate by the Dean of Law 
and Dean of Arts or nominee.

Note: Relevance and standard of undergraduate stud-
ies will be criteria for approval.

2. Structure of the Degree
To qualify for the Degree a candidate must:
(a)	 satisfactorily complete a written dissertation; 

and
(b)	 be credited with four courses from the Schedule 

to this degree; and
(c)	 ensure the combined weight of courses and dis-

sertation be at least 1.0 EFTS; and
(d)	 pass each course for which he or she is enrolled. 

In special circumstances, the Dean of Law may 
permit a candidate who fails a course, or the dis-
sertation, to re-enrol in that or another course or 
the dissertation, in a subsequent year. 

3. Dissertation
(a)	 The dissertation shall count for forty (40) percent 

of the degree mark.
(b)	 The dissertation shall be written on an area of 

international law approved by the Dean of Law or 
nominee and under the supervision of a member 
of academic staff.

(c)	 A candidate must show proficiency in the ex-
position and application of legal principles and 
familiarity with the published work relevant to 
the subject-matter of the dissertation.

4. Courses
(a)	 Each course under 2(b) shall have a weight 

counting for at least fifteen (15) percent of the 
degree mark.

(b)	 At least one course, but no more than two cours-
es, shall be from the courses listed in Schedule B 
to the Regulations.

(c)	 The balance of courses shall be from the courses 
listed in Schedule A to the Regulations.

(d)	 One of the four courses credited must be ILAP 613 
Advanced Principles of Public International Law.

(e)	 The programme of courses chosen by the can-
didate must be approved by the Dean of Law or 
nominee.

Note: Not all of these courses will necessarily be avail-
able in any one year and candidates should consult the 
School of Law and Political Science Department about 
the courses to be taught in each year.

5. Award of Honours
The Degree may be awarded with Honours, which 
may be First Class or Second Class (Division 1 or 2).

6. Full-time and Part-time Study
(a)	 Full-time study:

i. 	 A candidate shall normally be enrolled as a 
full-time candidate.

ii. 	 The minimum period of enrolment for a full-
time candidate is one year.

iii. 	 The maximum period of enrolment for a 
full-time candidate is two years, which shall 
be consecutive unless the candidate's enrol-
ment is suspended under Regulation 6(e).

(b)	 Part-time study:
i. 	 With the approval of the Dean of Law, a 

candidate may be enrolled as a part-time 
candidate.

ii. 	 A part-time candidate is one who, because of 
employment, health, family or other reasons, 
is unable to devote himself or herself full-
time to study and research.

iii. 	 The minimum period of enrolment for a 
part-time candidate is two years, which shall 
be consecutive unless the candidate's enrol-
ment is suspended under Regulation 6(e).

iv. 	 The maximum period of enrolment for a 
part-time candidate is four years, which shall 
be consecutive unless the candidate's enrol-
ment is suspended under Regulation 6(e).

(c)	 Full-time and part-time candidates are expected 
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impose other conditions.
(e)	
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