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The Degree of Master of Policy and Governance 
(MPAG – 180 points)
These regulations must be read in conjunction with the General Regulations for the University.

1. Version
(a) These Regulations came into force on 1 January 2018.
(b) This degree was first offered in 2017.

2. Variations
In exceptional circumstances the Amo Matua, Toi Tangata | Executive Dean of Arts or delegate may approve a 
personal programme of study which does not conform to these Regulations.

3. The structure of the qualification
To qualify for the Master of Policy and Governance a student must be credited with a minimum of 180 points 
towards the qualification; including

(a) POLS440 (30 points); and
(b) up to 60 points from Schedule E Group 1 to this degree; and
(c) up to 30 points from Schedule E Group 2 to this degree; and
(d) either

i.  POLS688 (60 points); or
ii.  POLS689 (90 points). A student wishing to enrol in POLS689 must have the approval of the 

Programme Director in consultation with the Amo Matua, Toi Tangata | Executive Dean of Arts or 
delegate. Approval will be granted where the student:
a. has achieved an A- Grade Point Average in 300-level courses; and
b. has the support of a potential supervisor and/or specific research funding.

4. Admission to the qualification
To be admitted to the Master of Policy and Governance a student must have:
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Schedule E: Elective Courses for the Degree of Master of Policy  
and Governance

Group 1

Course Code Course Title Pts 2025 Location P/C/R/RP/EQ

POLS442 Policy and Governance in Small 
States of New Zealand and the 
Pacific

30 S2 Campus P: Subject to approval of the Head of Department.
R: POLS402

POLS443 Policy Issues in Science and 
Technology

30 NO P: Subject to approval of the Head of Department.

POLS446 Political Economy of Economic 
Growth and Development

30 S2 Campus P: Subject to approval of the Head of Department.
R: POLS407, DIPL407, ILAP671

POLS449 Wicked Problems, Politics, and 
Justice

30 S2 Campus P: Subject to approval by the Head of Department

Group 2
Up to 30 points from relevant 400-level courses related to the necessary specialist knowledge required to 
undertake a student-directed dissertation or thesis in policy and governance (eg, courses from Economics, 
Geography, History, Māori and Indigenous Studies, Pacific Studies, Sociology), with the approval of the MPAG 
Kairuruku Hōtaka | Programme Coordinator in consultation with the relevant Faculty Amo | Dean.


